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Abstract

Caring for children diagnosed with life-threatening or end-of-life conditions requires a
special, holistic approach within an interdisciplinary team. Love, empathy, patience, kindness,
gentleness are virtues that must characterize the people involved in pediatric palliative care.
Interviews with medical staff, accompanying parents and minor patients with life-threatening
diseases, based on open-ended questions, revealed their authentic feelings, concerns, fears,
anxieties and faith. The research methods used are documentation and semi-directive interview,
and the study was carried out between September 2020 and February 2023, at the “Sfânta
Maria” Children s Hospital in Ia i, which serves pediatric patients in the North-East
region of Romania, one of the largest hospitals in Romania. The purpose of the research is
to capture relevant hypostases of moral responsibility and religious assistance within pediatric
palliative care. The objectives of the research were to identify the perceptions regarding illness
and suffering and to capture the usefulness of religious assistance and spiritual guidance.
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Introducere

Copiii sunt darul lui Dumnezeu, iar boala, suferin a sau chiar
moartea lor nu sunt fire ti, întristeaz  familia i comunitatea de unde
ace tia provin (Lc. 7, 13). Ace ti tineri, prunci care sufer  de boli grele pe
nedrept i care mor, sunt de fapt martirii1 zilelor noastre, pentru c  se

1  Sfântul Paisie Aghioritul îi nume te pe ace tia mijlocitori: „ i pe p rin i îi ajut
moartea copiilor lor. Trebuie s  tie c  din clipa aceea au un mijlocitor în Rai. Iar
atunci când vor muri, vor veni copiii lor cu ripide în mâini la poarta Raiului pentru a
întâmpina sufletul lor. Iar acesta nu este un lucru mic. Copiilor care au fost chinui i
aici de boli sau de vreo infirmitate, Hristos le va spune: «Veni i în Rai i alege i-v  locul
cel mai bun!». Atunci aceia Îi vor spune: «Este frumos aici, Hristoase al nostru, dar o


