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Abstract

Issues related to old age and the ageing process have attracted more and more public
attention lately, with increasing criticism of the care system for the elderly. Why do we say
this? Because, unfortunately, there is an exponential increase in cases where older people
are marginalized and treated in a way that is incompatible with the Christian precepts that
old age is to be respected and honored. It must also be stressed that it is the responsibility of
the younger generation to care for the elderly, including their physical and spiritual needs.
Then, crucially, it is humanly untenable to refuse care to the elderly on the grounds that
they are old and “die quickly anyway”.

In what follows we look at the phenomenon of old age, focusing on six aspects:

- the biological aspect

- the dignity aspect

- the palliative care aspect

- the aspect of life suppression (euthanasia)

- the aspect of physician-assisted suicide

- quality of life aspect
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1. Aspectul biologic al batranetii

Viata omului pe pdmant incepe cu nasterea si se incheie cu moartea
sa. intre cele doud momente, existi o perioada intermediard pe care
omul o trdieste si se bucura de ea, perioada care incepe cu copildria,
continud cu adolescenta, maturitatea, tineretea, si apoi, incet-incet,
cu partea finald a vietii care este batranetea. In teorie se spune ca batra-
netea incepe undeva la varsta de peste 65 de ani, fiind un fenomen na-
tural pe care stiinta, de-a lungul timpului, a Incercat sd-1 analizeze si sa
gdseascd o solutie de a-1 combate, nu in sens de inldturare, ci de intar-
ziere, de amanare’.

' Tinca CRETU, Psihologia vdrstelor, Ed. Polirom, Iasi, 2009, p. 362.



