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Abstract

The Church and the Hospital are two institutions that have a common vocation in
terms of restoring the health of the human person. The commandments of our Savior Jesus
Christ start from the existence of illness in man and aim at the holistic healing of man. This
article aims to demonstrate that Byzantium is the cradle of the social-charitable institution
in the Church. The ancestors of the modern hospital were born in the fourth century, the Church
itself having the innovative initiative of hiring and paying doctors for these establishments.
At the basis of the foundation of the first hospitals was the concept of caring for the poor by
the Church. The hospital was, in origin and conception, a specifically Christian institution,
with roots in the charitable and philanthropic thinking of the Christian faith. The diachronic
perspective pursued in this study wishes to emphasize once again that in the process of
healing and in the face of death, the mission of the missionary priest of charity in hospitals
is a sacred one.
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Introducere

Misiunea este esentiala Bisericii, , ea fiind misionara in fiinta ei”".
Aceasta dimensiune este identificatd cu ,, ideea de trimitere, adica de
iesire din Bisericd In lume, pentru a evangheliza si converti. Biserica
devine astfel comunitatea ce uneste lumea cu Dumnezeu, si aceasta este
in esentd sensul misiunii”?. Misiunea are o dubld semnificatie: de exten-
siune vizibild in istorie, dar si o dimensiune interioara, spirituala. Cele
douad intelesuri sunt complementare si se talcuiesc sinergic. , Afirmatia

cd Biserica este misionard nu reprezinta o chestiune secundara. Ea nu

' Pr. Mihai HIMCINSCHL, Misiune si dialog. Ontologia misionard a Bisericii din perspectiva
dialogului interreligios, Ed. Reintregirea, Alba-Iulia, 2003, p. 9.

> Mitropolit loannis ZIZIOULAS, Fiinta eclesiald, traducere de Aurel Nae, Editura
Bizantind, Bucuresti, 1996, p. 245.



