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Abstract

The initiative of becoming a Patriarchy came from both the clerics and the faithful of
the Romanian Autocephalous Orthodox Church and the sovereign State of Romania, but
priests raising the issue in congresses preceded the initiative of any church or political officials.
Taking into account the role that the priests played in raising the Romanian Orthodox
Church to the rank of a Patriarchy, for a more practical approach, this study explores the
contribution of Theology professor and priest loan Mihalcescu, professor at The Faculty of
Orthodox Theology in Bucharest and parish priest of Amzei Church in the capital. His
confession and defending of the True Faith, his involvement with all major aspects of the
Church’s life in its time of reorganization after The Union from 1918 and his participation
in the festive events regarding the installment of a new Patriarch, Miron Cristea, those are part
of the coordinates of loan Mihalcescu's work that served The Romanian Orthodox Church for
the recognition of its prestige among other Orthodox Patriarchies.
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Implinirea unui secol de la ridicarea Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane la
rangul de Patriarhie este o aniversare care ofera prilejul rememorarii
evenimentelor care au avut loc in anul 1925, aratand recunostinta fata
de Inaintasi si fatd de mostenirea pe care ne-au lasat-o, aceea ca viata
Bisericii sd ramanad strans legata de viata poporului roman si de aspira-
tiile lui catre unitate si libertate'.

! ¥ DANIEL, Patriarhul Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, Centenarul Patriarhiei Romdne —
timp de recunostintd adusd lui Dumnezeu si bineficitorilor, prilej solemn de cinstire a sfintilor
recent canonizati, https://ziarullumina.ro/actualitate-religioasa/mesaje-si-cuvantari/
centenarul-patriarhiei-romane-timp-de-recunostinta-adusa-lui-dumnezeu-si-binefa-
catorilor-prilej-solemn-de-cinstire-a-sfintilor-recent-canonizati-195576.html, accesat la
21 iunie 2025.



