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Abstract

The autocephaly of the Romanian Orthodox Church, officially recognized by the Ecumenical
Patriarchate in 1885, was the outcome of a long-standing process of ecclesiastical and
national development.

This study examines the contribution of the hierarchs of the Metropolis of Moldavia to
the assertion of ecclesiastical autonomy, within the broader historical context of an already
well-established tradition of self-governance in the Moldavian Church.

Aguainst the backdrop of favorable historical circumstances, from the period preceding
the reign of Alexandru loan Cuza to the War of Independence of 1877-1878 and the proclamation
of the Kingdom of Romania, the Church hierarchy and state officials undertook a comprehensive
effort to affirm the Church’s identity.

Among the key figures actively involved in the process of achieving autocephaly were
the hierarchs: Melchisedec Stefinescu, Calinic Miclescu and losif Naniescu.
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Preliminarii

Recunoscutd formal la 25 aprilie 1885, autocefalia Bisericii Ortodoxe
Romane reprezinta un subiect amplu, cu valente sociale, culturale,
politice si bisericesti.

Obtinerea autocefaliei' a fost rezultatul unui proces indelungat
de maturizare ecleziald si nationald, desfasurat pe fondul schimbarilor

U in terminologia juridicd a Ortodoxiei, autocefalia exprima notiunea de autoguver-
nare sau autoconducere. Unitatea teritoriala bisericeasca investitd cu aceasta calitate
este independenta, neatarnata sau suverana fata de celelalte unitati bisericesti, [...] este
conducerea sinodala a unei Biserici locale, constituite dupa randuielile traditionale



