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Abstract

The study shows that some of Dimitrie Cantemir’s works (Divan and Description of
Moldavia) reached the Neamt Monastery from Moldova between the 18" and the first half
of the 19" century. Copies of the Divan printed in Iasi in 1698, were part of the old library
of the monastery, being read by monks in the Paisian and post-Pasian period (1763-1859).
The Description of Moldavia was even more appreciated in Neamt, which, thanks to the
efforts of the monks, saw the light of print in 1825, within the monastery’s printing house.
Since a small part of the edition remained in Neamt, the most of it, due again to the monks
from Neamt Monastery, was sent to many ecclesiastical centers, libraries, and universities,
in all the lands inhabited by Romanians, including Bessarabia.
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Cu 90 de ani in urma, invatatul preot Paul Mihail a observat ca se-
colul al XVIII-lea a trecut sub semnul a doi mari carturari, definindu-1
ca ,epocd a lui Dimitrie Cantemir si a lui Paisie”'. Ndscut pe cand
Dimitrie Cantemir, intors din campania persand, era grav bolnav,
stingandu-se curand din viatd, Paisie a fost influentat de marele car-
turar, imbogatind astfel, mai tarziu, universul cultural-spiritual al vietii
obstii paisiene de la Neamt.

Staretul Paisie Velicikovski (21 decembrie 1722 — 15 noiembrie
1794), cunoscut si ca Paisie de la Neamt, canonizat in anul 1988 de Bi-
serica Ortodoxa Rusa si praznuit in Biserica Ortodoxa Romana drept
,Sfant Cuvios” la 15 noiembrie, a intrat in istoria culturii si spiritua-
litatii romanesti, dar si a Intregii crestinatati ortodoxe, ca una dintre

' Mihail PAUL, , Legaturi culturale-bisericesti dintre romani si rusi in secolul XV-XX.
Schita istorica”, in Revista Societdtii istorico-arheologice bisericesti din Chisindu, vol. XXIL,
Chisinau, 1932, pp. 230-250.



