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Abstract

During the late fourth and first half of the fifth century, the Syrian monasticism expe-
rienced a radical transformation that made it lose almost its entire specific identity, in com-
parison with the Egyptian and Palestinian ones. Many specialists on the history of
asceticism in the Syrian Orient, in the early Christian period, have often highlighted what
they call its encratic features. They cite the harsh and seemingly bizarre forms of ascetic life
that flourished in the Syrian region and which raised some eyebrows among the fourth century
contemporaries, high valued monastic figures, who seriously questioned the zeal and practices
of the Syrian monks, although as we will see, this is not quite an exact and appropriate
term to use for the fourth century ascetics within the Syrian space. The most common mis-
conception appears when, by reading about the famous fifth century coenobitic monasteries
within the Syrian region, we imagine that the state of affairs was the same a century earlier
too. But the things could not have been more different and this study wishes to analyze
these specific characteristics of the Syrian monasticism in the fourth century and to show that
it was a completely different picture, in contrast with its counterparts in Egypt and Palestine.
In doing this, we chose to present two of its most defining concepts: “ihid y ” and “bnay
qy m ”.
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Preliminarii

Tradi ia din mediul sirian atribuie începutul monahismului din
spa iul siro-mesopotamian unor mari figuri ascetice, cu un „pedigree”
pe m sur . Prima este Mar Mari, considerat a fi unul dintre cei ap-
tezeci de ucenici ai lui Hristos, i despre care se spune c  a construit
numeroase biserici i m n stiri în timpul c l toriilor sale misionare prin
Imperiul Persan. Astfel, prin aceast  inser ie istoriografic , monahis-
mul sirian a fost legat în mod direct de epoca apostolic , dobândind


