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Abstract

Saint Porphyrios of Kavsokalyvia is one of the great Greek Saints of the 20th century.
The saint is known throughout the Orthodox world for his special graces and miracles. He
was a true theologian, in the true sense of the word, who lived and interpreted for our times
the spiritual experience of the ancient Holy Fathers. In the present study, we attempt not
only to present a biography of St. Porphyrios but to highlight the authentic spiritual relationship
he had with his spiritual fathers, which is the foundation of the spiritual life in the tradition
of the Orthodox Church. Without a good confessor to guide us in the spiritual life, and to
whom to be obedient, the spiritual life often remains unmotivated. Saint Porphyrios is an
example of obedience to his spiritual Fathers, not out of fear or some kind of compulsion,
but out of spiritual love.

Keywords: Obedience as a virtue, Love, Novitiate, Saint Porphyrios of Kavsokalyvia,
Spiritual fathers, Orthodox mission, Courage

Scurt  biografie

„M-am trezit cu picioarele ostenite. Am c l torit în visul meu
i m-am ostenit din cauza drumului lung.”

La data de 7 februarie 1906, în localitatea Sfântului Ioan din Karystia
Eviei s-a n scut cel de-al patrulea copil al binecuvântatei familii Bai-
raktari1. La Botez, pruncul a primit numele Evanghelos ( ).
P rin ii s i, Leonida i Elena, erau oameni simpli i foarte credincio i.
Tat l s u a fost cânt re  la biserica din sat i l-a înso it adesea la diverse
sfinte slujbe, în calitate de psalt, chiar pe Înaltpreasfin itul P rinte

1  Anarghiros KALLIATSOS, P rintele Porfirie, Str v z torul, Înaintev z torul, T m -
duitorul, traducere de Cristina B canu, Ed. Bunavestire, Bac u, 2002, p. 13.


