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Abstract

Saint Cyril of Alexandria’s formula “union by hypostasis” is the basis of the dogmatic
teaching of the Ecumenical Councils and of all the normative Eastern Fathers. Through it,
Saint Cyril defended the teaching about the unity of the person of Christ against Nestorius,
but also against the Arians and the Apollinarians. Saint Cyril’s starting point is the scrip-
tural passage from John 1, 14: “The Word became flesh”. Saint Cyril first sees the hypostasis
of the Word becoming man and assuming a nature that has no subsistence of its own. At
the same time, Saint Cyril emphasizes the fact that human nature is not absorbed in divinity,
but remains whole after union with the Word, because this union involves neither mixture
nor confusion. The separate natures have merged into one true unity, but the One is of
both, Christ and the Son. But this unity is real, being given in the person of Christ by the
hypostasis of the Word Who, through the hypostatic union with human nature, is One and the
Same. Saint Cyril speaks of the humanity of the Word which became the Word's own through
the Hypostatic Union. The True Union or the Hypostatic Union corresponds to the reality
of the body made proper by the Word. The fact that the Word makes its own humanity
through this union, shows the unity of the person of Christ, even if two natures are admitted
after the union. The threads correspond to their own works and wills.
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Prin precizia si profunzimea ei, invatatura despre Hristos a Sfantului
Chiril al Alexandriei a devenit normativa in formularea dogmatica a
Sinoadelor Ecumenice din Biserica Rasdriteana. Astfel, a doua epistola
a Sfantului Chiril catre Nestorie a constituit baza invataturii Sinodu-
lui IIT Ecumenic de la Efes (431) si, totodatd, a definitiei dogmatice a
Sinodului IV Ecumenic de la Calcedon (451). La Sinodul III Ecumenic
de la Efes, Parintii sinodali au marturisit unanim ca aceasta epistola a
Sfantului Chiril este de acord cu Marturisirea de credinta a celor 318



