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Abstract

In the common opinion it is considered that the most important representatives of
existentialism are atheist or agnostic philosophers such as Friedrich Nietzsche, Martin
Heidegger, Jean-Paul Sartre or Albert Camus. However, this current developed on the basis
of Christian teaching, starting in late Antiquity with The Blessed Augustine of Hippo, then
continuing in modernity with Blaise Pascal, to finally find its explanation in the thinking
of the Danish theologian and philosopher Søren Kierkegaard, �the father of existentialism�.

The contribution of the Christian tradition in the formation of this philosophical current
should not be omitted or denied. To interpret man in an existential way is first of all a merit
of the Christian teaching, through the importance it gives to the uniqueness and absolute
value of each human being. 

Considering these aspects, the main objective of this article is to identify and analyze
the origins of this philosophical current, and at the same time to prove that the existentialism
promoted by the philosophers mentioned at the beginning is only a secularized version of
Christian existentialism.
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1. Preliminarii, clarific ri istorice, delimit ri semantice
[i etimologice 

Putem spune c  ceea ce define te cel mai clar existen ialismul
este interesul acestuia fa  de om, dar nu fa  de om în general, ci fa
de existen a concret  a acestuia, fa  de nelini tile i fr mânt rile
omului singular, a omului existent1. Acest aspect este eviden iat i de

1 Când filosoful i teologul danez Søren Kierkegaard interpreteaz  omul, acesta nu
o face la modul abstract i general. �Omul�, la Kierkegaard înseamn  omul concret
existent. Aceast  abordare antropologic  eviden iaz  titulatura lui Kierkegaard de
�p rinte al existen ialismului�, adic  de gânditor ce pune în prim plan existen a
uman  individual , iar nu (doar) cugetarea asupra principiilor ultime sau asupra


