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Abstract

The essence of our study consists in the selection of scriptural verses from the works of
St. Irenaeus of Lyons on the Virgin Mary: Acts 3, 15-16; Acts 49, 11; Isaiah 7, 14; Daniel
2, 34-35; Micah 5, 1-2; Matthew 1, 20; Luke 1, 26-38, Galatians 4, 4. From the interpretation
given by Saint Irenaeus to these verses, we will identify and present the elements of liturgical
spirituality that form the theme of the Annunciation feast: the parallel between the old
Adam and the new Adam, the parallel between Eve and the Virgin Mary, Eve’s disobedience —
Virgin Mary's obedience, Eve’s disbelief — Virgin Mary'’s faith, the renewal of Eve in the
Virgin Mary, the old man — the new man, the old creation — the new creation.

Being faithful to the Holy Scriptures and his predecessors, Saint Irenaeus of Lyons
contributes to the development of Mariological theology through his exhaustive arguments
on the parallel between the Old Adam and the New Adam, including the parallel between
Eve and the Virgin Mary, a parallel which has Christological, Mariological, anthropological,
cosmological and soteriological implications.
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Preliminarii

Sfantul Irineu de Lyon s-a ndscut in apropiere de cetatea Smirna
din Asia Mica, intre anii 130-140. Date cu privire la viata, activitatea
si opera sa gasim 1n scrierile istoricului Eusebiu de Cezareea si Feri-
citului Ieronim. Cercetatorii recenti sunt de parere ca Sfantul Irineu
s-a nascut in anul 130 deoarece in anul 155 a mers la Roma impreuna
cu Sfantul Policarp al Smirnei'.

'Sfantul Irineu de Lugdunum, Demonstratia propoviduirii apostolice, traducere de
Remus Rus, editia a II-a revizuita, Meteor Publishing, 2016, p. 17. Vezi si: Remus Rus,
Dictionar enciclopedic de literaturd crestind din primul mileniu, Editura Lidia, Bucuresti, 2003,
p. 36; Jaroslav Pelikan, Fecioara Maria de-a lungul secolelor: locul ei in istoria culturii, tradu-
cere din Ib. greacd de Silvia Palade, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 1998, p. 48.



