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Abstract

Metropolitan Veniamin Costachi, from a very young age, wanted to become a member
of the hesychastic community from Neamt, led by Pious Saint Paisie Velicikovski. Later,
after apprenticing under Metropolitan Iacov Stamati (himself a monk from Neamt, from
the community that had preceded the coming of the Paisian monks to the Monastery), he
became a member of the Paisian community from Neamt, where he met Pious Saint Paisie,
took “many spiritual teachings from His Holiness”, became “obedient to the staretz” and
extended the model of life from the Neamt community to the diocese he led, and then to the
entire Metropolitanate. The attitudes and deeds of the entire life and activity of the Romanian
Metropolitan, disciple of Metropolitan lacov and member of the Paisian community from Neamt,
will shape his image in posterity as a “man of hesychast prayer and European founder”.
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Personajele unui tablou de demult

Unul dintre tablourile pastrate pana astdzi la Manastirea Neamt
infatiseaza momentul in care Vasile Costachi, viitorul monah si arhi-
ereu Veniamin, este prezentat de tatal sau, Grigore Costachi, pe la
anul 1782, episcopului lacov Stamati de la Husi, pentru a fi primit in
cinul monahal. Despre data, autorul si ,talcul” scenei infatisate in ta-
blou s-a discutat mult. Parintele Constantin Bobulescu a considerat cd este
realizat la Mandstirea Neamt in anul 1830 de pictorul Vasile Suliman
din Suceava, care lucra atunci la zugravirea bisericii din incinta marii
lavre de la Neamt (si multa vreme tabloul s-a si pastrat in biserica)'.
Cercetari mai recente atribuie compozitia mai degraba lui Eustatie

' C. Bobulescu, Din viata mitropolitului Veniamin Costachi. Neamul, copiliria, tineretea gi
episcopatul, Tipografia clericilor ortodocsi din Basarabia, Chisinau, 1933, pp. 89-93.



