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Abstract 

About the so-called �funeral� exapostilaria, we should remember, first of all, the fact 
that nothing has been written, neither here (in our country) nor elsewhere, although their 
history (evolution) is very interesting and very little known. Given these �lacks� in 
liturgical research, it is clear that our presentation will not be very elaborate, but we hope 
to be able to outline at least those important aspects related to these hymnographic texts. 

Initially, these exapostilaria were part of the structure of the Funeral Order; some of 
them still remained in the composition of these offices (with small exceptions, in the sense 
that we observe both a �mutation� of them from one order to another, but also their 
disappearance from these offices), others have entered into the structure of other church 
ordinances, such as the Matins Service, as we shall see. 

About the history of these exapostilaria and about their �migration� in various forms, 
we will try to write in this article, which is not considered to be a complete one, given the 
few sources that mention these exapostilaria. 
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1. Abordare general  a temei 

Când vorbim despre luminândele (svetilnele)1 �funebre� nu tre-
buie s  ne gândim la o �produc ie� imnografic  impresionant , ci, 
mai degrab , la doar câteva texte imnografice care au supravie uit 
pân  ast zi în rânduielile de la înmormântare, precum i în rându-
iala Utreniei din zilele de rând.  

De asemenea, in s  precizez c  importan a abord rii lor din 
punct de vedere liturgic se datoreaz  în primul rând vechimii lor, 
în sensul c  le reg sim deja în primele manuscrise (sec. X) care con in 
___________________ 

1 �Svetilne (slv. svetî = lumin ) [�]; se mai numesc i luminânde (  ) � 
ta fotagoghika = lumin toare), fiind o categorie de stihiri sau tropare izolate care se 
cânt  înainte de Laude (în rânduiala Utreniei)�, Pr. prof. dr. Ene Brani te i Prof. 
Ecaterina Brani te, Dic ionar enciclopedic de cuno tin e religioase, Editura Diecezan , 
Caransebe , 2001, p. 488. 


