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Abstract

This study highlights aspects of the first hagiography dedicated to an Anglo-
Saxon saint, Cuthbert (died 20th March 687). The life of this monastic bishop of
Lindisfarne has certain modern echoes: his life in Northumbria was marked by an epi-
demic with at least three severe waves, and by an ill-judged military campaign by King
Egfrith against the Picts. His response to his times is in itself of interest as an example
of Christian engagement, but the primary purpose of this study is to date more pre-
cisely the events set out in the Vita Cuthberti based on the three surviving versions and
other contemporary works.

Keywords: Vita Cuthberti, hagiography, Saint Cuthbert, British historiography,
war, epidemic.

Vita Cuthberti este titlul general cu care hagiografii definesc
cele trei versiuni ale vietii Sfantului Cuthbert, un eremit din insula
britanica din secolul al VII-lea, care pentru o scurta perioada va fi
si episcop de Lindisfarne, retragandu-se din aceasta demnitate cu
putin timp Inainte de moartea sa (20 martie 687). Vita Cuthberti poate,
asadar, face referire fie la versiunea anonima a Vietii Sfantului Cuthbert
(Vita sancti Cuthberti auctore anonymo) — care este si prima hagio-
grafie dedicatd unui anglo-saxon', fie la omonimul opus gemminatum
al lui Beda (Vita metrica sancti Cuthberti auctore Beda si Vita prosaica
sancti Cuthberti auctore Beda).

Dintre cele trei, cea mai veche scriere este cea pentru care numele
autorului a ramas necunoscut, in cazul in care avem de-a face cu
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